
Hello Parents or Teachers. Are you up to speed 
with the proposed changes to Sex education 
for children in Primary Schools from the Age of 
4 years ? 
 
Background: 
In April 2018, then Minister Richard BrutonTD., 
asked the ‘National Council for Curriculum 
Assessment’, (NCCA) to review how Relationships 
And Sexuality Education (RSE) was being taught 
and was it meeting the needs of the young people 
in modern Ireland?  

 ‘A Draft Report on the Review of 
Relationships & Sexuality 
Education in Primary & Post 

primary schools
1”  

(based on c.7000 consultations) was 
published in July 2019. This draft report states that 
the Majority of Parents and students and teachers 
and “Focus Groups” who participated in previous 
RSE focus groups and the first Online survey (from 

June 2018 to March 2019) want much more explicit sex 
information taught “beyond biological sex ed.” to 
bring teaching RSE up to “meeting best 
interntional standards 

ref.1
”.  

The Draft review also  “concludes that at this point 
school ethos cannot be separated out from other 
factors that influence the teaching of RSE” 

ref: 1 p. 78
.    

The Draft report suggested changes to the RSE 
curriculum should “meet best international 
standards as set down by the “World Health 
Organisation, (WHO) ” in its “Standards for 
Sexuality Education in Europe - A framework for 
policy makers, educational and health authorities 

and specialists Ref: 2
”(2010)

Ref:1 p.58  as providing the 
best international standards for delivering age 
appropriate sex education. 
  

So, What’s in the WHO’s  S.S.E.E Document 
? 
 
I encourage parents to look up and become 
familiar with the content of the WHO document 
prepared by these ‘Sex Experts’. Their approved 
standards/ recommendations begin with:  
CHILDREN AGED FROM .. “0-4 years’ being given 
information about.. “enjoyment and pleasures when 
touching one’s own body, early childhood 
masturbation. discovery of ones own body and 
genitals.”  

The draft report ref.1 states that teaching Aids were 
developed but We are not told who or what 
method or teaching aid will be used to show and 
teach children form 0-4 years how to get 
“enjoyment and pleasures when touching one’s 
own body, early childhood masturbation. discovery 
of ones own body and genitals.”  

The ‘WHO, RSE guidelines approves ’children 

“Age 6-9 years, learning and being given 
information about..“sexual intercourse”and 
how to help the 6-9 year old develop an 
understanding of …’acceptable sex’, or allow 
children Aged 6-9 years to develop ..’an 
awaress that sex is depicted in the media in 
different way’ “..diseases related to sexuality’ , 
from 9-12 years includes … 
‘contraception’,’unintendeded pregnancy’; 
‘reproduction and family planning’;’ 
pornography’; from 12-15 years..’give 
information about .’.first sexual 
experience’pleasure, masturbation and 
orgasm’,..enable teenagers to …’make a 
conscious decision to have sexual experience 
or not’;  15 years… give information about .. 
‘abortion’; enable teenagers to ..’make 
decisions regarding contraception and 
(unintended) pregnancies’, designer babies.” 
Ref.2: WHO doc p. 37 to 50  

The legal age of consent in Ireland is currently 17 
years, so will children from 12 yrs be encouraged to go 
on the Contraceptive pill from 12-15 years? Will peer 
pressure in the classroom dictate that you should be 
sexually active between 12 -15 years?  

Parents, Students Educators, and Others 
please inform yourself  

BEFORE DEADLINE 25TH. OCTOBER 2019 
 using the Link:  RSEreview@ncca.ie 

YOU CAN READ/ ACCESS THE 
1. Draft Report        2. Summary of the draft Report  
3. Submit an online survey  4.  Make a written 
submission on template provided   5. Email your 

response to RSEreview@ncca.ie 

 
It is vital that you complete the online survey and 
make a written submission to the NCCA and 
forward to: Minister Joe Mc Hugh TD. Dept. of 
Education & Skills. As the NCCA website state 
“After this phase of consultation is complete, a final report 

containing the advice for future directions will be completed 

and issued to the Minister for Education and Skills.” 

This report will be used to promote / implement 
changes to the RSE and SPHE curriculum currently on 
offer and wants the delivery to be mandatory. 
 
NB: Remember Article 42 of the Constitution.  
1. The State acknowledges that the primary and natural 
educator of the child is the Family and guarantees to respect 
the inalienable right and duty of parents to provide, according 
to their means, for the religious and moral, intellectual, 
physical and social education of their children. 

 
When Answering The Survey: 

 

When writing in your statement, consider Asking 
the NCCA  and Minister Joe Mc Hugh to withdraw 
the current flawed proposals immediately and 

begin anew with Proper Public / Parental  
Consultation by providing Parents and Children 

and Teachers in the schools, evidence of teaching 
Aids and exactly who/ what  defines “Age 

Appropriate”. sex education for our 0-12 year olds. 

This review was directed to include but not limited to the 
following issues: Consent, what it means and its 
importance; Developments in Contraception; Healthy, 
positive sexual expression and relationships; Safe use 
of the internet; Social media and its effects on 
relationships and self-esteem; LGBTQ+ matters. 

 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/1aht8rldknhmz/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=RSEreview@ncca.ie


 
No. 1.  
No. 2 
No. 3 
It is our constitutional right to be consulted as parents. 
In your first survey I was not represented or consulted, 
nor was I even aware that such consultation was taking 
place. It was a flawed survey and should be disregarded. 
No.4 
The parents considerations are the most important 
element to consider. While the Religious ethos of the 
Schools must be respected and protected as is the case of 
the Education Act 1998. The Innocence of the child 
should be protected at all times without attempting to 
indoctrinate them or forcing sexually explicit 
information upon them.  
No. 5 
Strongly Disagree (By very careful not to hit the wrong 
button by mistake) 
No. 6 
I disagree that these should be amalgamated and there 
should be no change made to the RSE/SPHE. The original 
survey was flawed and should be disregarded and begin 
again with public consultation with parents in schools. 
Showing the teaching aids/ videos  that are to be used in 
school.RSE is totally different to SPHE. 
No. 7 
Respect Parents as primary educators of children. Where 
appropriate respect the Religious Ethos of schools.  
No 8 
Strongly Disagree 
No. 9 
I have consulted my teachers and none of them were/are 
aware of the original survey. The original survey was 
flawed and should be disregarded and begin again with 
public consultation with parents in schools. 
No. 10 
To respect article 42 of the Irish Constitution that the 
parents are the primary educators of their children and 
they should have been consulted in person/individually. 
The original survey was flawed and should be 
disregarded and begin again with public consultation 
with parents in schools. 
No. 11 
Strongly disagree 
No.12 
I disagree that there is a need to change the current 
RSE/SPHE. Your assumptions are based on the first 
survey which was flawed and as I was not consulted as 

the primary educator/ parent I believe you must go back 
to the beginning to contact parents to get their opinion 
after they are presented with the full facts and observed 
the teaching  methodology and aids to be used. The 
original survey was flawed and should be disregarded 
and begin again with public consultation with parents in 
schools. 
 
No 13. 
Your asking principals/ teachers to implement changes 
to the curriculum and introduce these changes without 
providing an appropriate breakdown of the 
content/material for each AGE Group. The original 
survey was flawed and should be disregarded and begin 
again with public consultation with parents in schools. 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NB: YOU ARE THEN ASKED IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
WRITE YOUR OWN MISSION STATEMENT. PLEASE 
ENGAGE, SUBMIT A STATEMENT, ASK COMMUNITY 
GROUPS TO ENGAGE ALSO.  
 
Consider:  
We the parents of this country object to any such explicit 
content being given to our children.  
 
We are the primary educators of our children and we 
entrust them to teachers at school in order to facilitate 
their learning in areas of excellence i.e. Mathematics, 
Science, English, Geography, etc, not to indoctrinate them 
with an ideology that is contrary to our raring of our own 
children. As a parent you realise the individual needs of 
every child and that only a parent can have both the time 
and the knowledge of how to best address such topics 
with each individual child.  
Children and the innocence of children should be 
protected and allow their Sexual idealogies to develop in 
accordance with the law of this country which state age 
17 as the legal age of consent. 
 
The original survey was flawed and should be 
disregarded and begin again with public consultation 
with parents in schools. 
 ---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

USE THE  Link:  RSEreview@ncca.ie 
TO ACCESS AND READ THE NCCA  

1. Draft Report  
2. Summary of the draft Report  
3. Submit an online survey  
4  Make a written submission on template provided  
5. Email your response to RSEreview@ncca.ie 

------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
All PARENTS AND TEACHERS SHOULD INFORM 
THEMSELVES AND SATISFY THEMSELVES WITH THE 
CONTENT SUGGESTED HEREIN. I RECOMMEND THEY  USE 
THE NCCA WEBSITE LISTED ABOVE TO OBTAIN ALL THE 
CURRENT FACTS IN RELATION TO THE  SPHE and RSE 
CURRICULUM CHANGES PROPOSED.  

 
MT. 

As none of the Parents/ Teachers we have 
spoken to, to date have never heard of the 
first RSE online NCCA survey they may not 
feel equipped to answer the Second Online 
NCCA Survey Questions.  

It is important to complete it so using the Link:  
RSEreview@ncca.ie 

At the bottom of the screen you will have 4 options 
click the 3rd.. the Online survey. 

Here are some proposed Answers to the statements: 
 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/1aht8rldknhmz/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=RSEreview@ncca.ie
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/1aht8rldknhmz/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=RSEreview@ncca.ie

